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ACTIVITIES
 U Earth Apple 

Objective: To become familiar with plant needs.
Time: 20 minutes.
Materials: Apple, knife.

Tell the gardeners that the Earth is sometimes called the “Water Planet” because so much of it is 
covered by water. Show them an apple and tell them to pretend that the apple represents the Earth. 
Tell them that you will cut the apple into four equal sections, which will represent all land and water 
on the planet. Cut the apple and have them guess how many sections would represent the water on 
the Earth and how many would represent the land. Explain that about ¾ of the Earth is covered with 
water. Put one of the apple quarters away and tell them that today we will talk only about the water 
on the planet, because water is so important to life on Earth—without water, nothing could live.

Show them the remaining three quarters and ask them if they think we are lucky to have so much 
fresh water to drink. Explain that of those three slices of water left, most of it is saltwater that is 
undrinkable. Cut off ¹⁄8 of one of the slices and explain that of all the water, only this amount is 
fresh. 

Next cut the freshwater piece into three equal sections and explain that two of those are 
unavailable to drink because they represent the freshwater frozen in glaciers and polar ice 
caps. Explain that of all of the water on the Water Planet, only one of the remaining sections is 
freshwater available to us. So it is very important to conserve it.
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