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2022 National JMG®Leader Training

#2022JMGNLT

2022 National JMG®Leader Training

www.JMGkids.us
/2022NLTresources

Download presentations, 
handouts and access
speaker info at:
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This morning’s 
announcements
 General Session, Century Ballroom

 Lunch 11:30

 3 Concurrent GROW Sessions 
this Afternoon

 #2022JMGNLT
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AgriLife Pop Up Bookstore

Additional conference
Bookstore orders must be 
placed by 11:59pm, tonight.
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Congratulations!  
You have given birth to a brand new baby program!

Date of Birth:   August 1999

Weight:    0ver 400 activities thick

Proud Parents: 

Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service
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• JMG in all 50 States,
10 countries 

• 38 State Partners
• 4 International
Partners 

An   in te rnat iona l  youth  garden  program

of   the  cooperat i ve  Extens ion  network .  

1 2

3 4

5 6
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An   in te rnat iona l  youth  garden  program

of   the  cooperat i ve  Extens ion  network .  
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Partnerships:
•Borlaug Institute Intl. Agriculture

•American Horticultural Society

•Nursery/Landscape Associations

•Keep America Beautiful

•State Departments of Agriculture & USDA

•State Master Gardener Programs

•National 4‐H Program
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Our Mission: Growing good kids by 
igniting a passion for learning, 
success, and service through a 
unique gardening education.

What do you hope 
to learn from this 

conference?

#2022JMGNLT
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“It enhances the student and teacher 
learning process…serves as a
catalyst for student
interest in science.”

JMG Group leader response
National JMG Leader Survey

Igniting a passion for learning
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For all students
The JMG 
program 
currently 

serves 
students in 

school settings 
with over

Igniting a passion for success

7 8

9 10

11 12
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students gain a better 
understanding of the 
concept being 
taught…they enjoy 
teaching horticulture 
and environmental 
science and have 
learned a greater 
respect for the teaching 
profession.”

High School Teacher

Igniting a passion for success
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Recognition 
certifications for kids

Igniting a passion for success
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 gThe children are learning far more than what 

the ground can produce… they are learning to 
be active participants  in
their community
to help their
fellow man.

Igniting a passion for service
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This training conference will equip you to: 
• effectively lead proven, research‐based JMG lessons

• prepare JMG teacher/leader training events for their local 
communities

• enroll & register children in the JMG program

• organize and engage youth in career exploration and 
service‐learning activities

• involve local schools, county Extension office, volunteers 
and parents with JMG programs

• Engage partners and cultivate collabortions
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• Assist states in starting JMG program

• Assist or conduct leader trainings 

• Assist in pursuing financial support 
through sponsorships and grants

• Maintain national JMG database & website

• Publish and distribute curriculum

• Protect trademarks and program quality

National JMG Office:
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Dream Big!
If you are not the lead
dog, the scenery never 

changes!

Together, we can all make the commitment 
and leave a legacy growing good kids!
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JMG Class/Group Registration
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• Private/charter schools/home schools

• 4‐H Clubs, Boy/Girl Scouts

• after school programs, YMCA

• Public and botanical gardens

The JMG group/class:
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JMG Registration:
• Minimum of 5 youths

• One or more adult teacher/leader(s)

• Suitable meeting facilities

• An official group name

Register
even if…
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Add your group & print
group registration

certificate
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Why Should Groups Register?

• Get a cool registration certificate.

• Get updates on upcoming JMG news 
and events. 

• Be eligible for give‐aways

• It’s free, doesn’t obligate youth to 
complete program.

• Allows youths in your group to earn 
recognition certifications.
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JMG & Core Curriculum
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
Program Purpose:
Develop leadership skills

Identify community needs/volunteer opportunities

Peer and cross generation mentoring

Foster personal pride and responsibility 

Increase knowledge in environmental &
horticulture education

Junior Master Gardener® Program

25 26

27 28
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Levels of Instruction
Currently available

Early Childhood (ages 4‐5)

Level 1 – Elementary (grades 3‐5)

Level 2 – Middle School (grades 6‐8)

Junior Master Gardener® Program
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● Hands‐On and Project Based

● Integrated across all subject areas

● Flexibility of use

● Choices available in group and individual 
activities

● Community service and leadership 
incorporated in all units
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Junior Master Gardener®

 JMG
Teacher
Guide

Level One Core Curriculum

 JMG
Youth

Handbook

2
0
1
8
 N
at
io
n
al
 J
M
G
®
 L
ea
d
er
 T
ra
in
in
g

2
 0
 1
 9
   
J 
M
 G
®
  N

 a
 t
 I 
o
 n
 a
 l 
   
L 
e 
a 
d
 e
 r
   
T 
r 
a 
i n

 i 
n
 g

2
 0
 2
 2
  J
 M

 G
®
 N
 a
 t
 i 
o
 n
 a
 l 
 L
 e
 a
 d
 e
 r
  T
 r
 a
 i 
n
 i 
n
 g

2
0
1
9
 J
M
G
®
 N
at
io
n
al
 L
ea
d
er
 T
ra
in
in
g

2
0
1
8
 N
at
io
n
al
 J
M
G
®
 L
ea
d
er
 T
ra
in
in
g

2
 0
 1
 9
   
J 
M
 G
®
  N

 a
 t
 I 
o
 n
 a
 l 
   
L 
e 
a 
d
 e
 r
   
T 
r 
a 
i n

 i 
n
 g

2
 0
 2
 2
  J
 M

 G
®
 N
 a
 t
 i 
o
 n
 a
 l 
 L
 e
 a
 d
 e
 r
  T
 r
 a
 i 
n
 i 
n
 gJMG Teacher/Leader Guide

2
0
1
8
 N
at
io
n
al
 J
M
G
®
 L
ea
d
er
 T
ra
in
in
g

2
 0
 1
 9
   
J 
M
 G
®
  N

 a
 t
 I 
o
 n
 a
 l 
   
L 
e 
a 
d
 e
 r
   
T 
r 
a 
i n

 i 
n
 g

2
 0
 2
 2
  J
 M

 G
®
 N
 a
 t
 i 
o
 n
 a
 l 
 L
 e
 a
 d
 e
 r
  T
 r
 a
 i 
n
 i 
n
 g

The JMG® Teacher/Leader’s Guide 

• Introduction and management guide

• Chapter group activities

• Community Service
Projects/Leadership 

• Helpful appendices

31 32

33 34

35 36
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JMG® Youth Handbook

Making
your decision
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Go and Do It ! ! !

Chapter 1
Plant Growth &
Development

A few more
LESSON HIGHLIGHTS

Are you already 
using Level 1 JMG 
Core Curricula?

#2022JMGNLT
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Service Learning & 
Leadership Development
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2022 National JMG®Leader Training

Certified Junior Master Gardeners®

2022 National JMG®Leader Training

JMG® Certification for Youths
•Certified Junior Master Gardener®

•Golden Ray Series Certification
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Complete 1 group
activity per
teaching  concept in 
each chapter

v

Complete 1 individual
activity per
teaching concept in 
each chapter

Complete 1 service 
learning/leadership 
project per chapter
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Recognizing your kids…
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2022 National JMG®Leader Training
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Pick and choose some JMG 
activities for your youth to try.

JMG Recognition Opportunities:

Recognition Medals

JMG Certifications

How is the Program Used?

2022 National JMG®Leader Training

Secret Smells (pg. 79, Teacher/Leader Guide)

Activity Session 
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Golden Ray Series
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Are you already 
using Level 1 JMG 
Core Curricula?

#2022JMGNLT

2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series
thematic Level One Curricula

2 0 1 9   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g

JMG® Certification for Youths

•Certified Junior Master Gardener®

•Golden Ray Seriessm Certification

49 50

51 52

53 54
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2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Golden Ray Series Certification
A. any combination of 12 activities

B. completing 1 Life Skills/Career Exploration activity

C. participating in 1 service project

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series
thematic Level One Curricula

2 0 22 J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g 2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series
thematic Level One Curricula

•Gardening Basics 
teaching concepts:
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• Brings children’s literature to life 

• Integrates gardening across all subjects

• recognizes youths with certification 
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Carnivorous Kid Plants, p55 
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Growing Clean Air Neck Pet, p40 
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JMG Level One – Literature in the Garden
Monster Flower p27 
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GROWING GOOD KIDSSM

Excellence in Children’s Literature
B o o k  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m

Recognize those 
children’s books that 

are uniquely successful 
in promoting an 

understanding of and 
appreciation for plants, 

gardening and the 
environment.
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GROWING GOOD KIDSSM

Excellence in Children’s Literature
B o o k  A w a r d s  P r o g r a m

2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series
thematic Level One Curricula

Dig into to gardening for wildlife!

Identify local birds, mammals,

insects, reptiles and amphibians.

Investigate life cycles and

interrelatedness of wildlife/plants.

Discover how to attract desirable
wildlife to your garden.

Establish a NWF® Certified
Schoolyard Habitat®!

2 0 2 0 J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g

2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series
thematic Level One Curricula

• Habitat Gardening Basics
• Essential Elements
• Birds
•Mammals 
• Insects
• Reptiles and Amphibians
•Wildlife Habitat Sites

teaching concepts:

2 0 1 9   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g
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A la Carte Garden, pg. 137
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Are you already 
using Level 1 JMG 
Golden Ray Series?

#2022JMGNLT
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Far Out Feeder, p55 
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Ties that Coil, pg. 106
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How do my kids become 
Certified Wildlife Gardenerssm?

Youths can earn certification as a

Wildlife Gardenersm by completing:
A. at least 12 activities

B.1 Life Skills/Career Exploration activity
C. establish a Certified Schoolyard Habitat®

or other service‐learning project
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How do my kids become 
Certified Wildlife Gardenerssm?
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• Plant Growth & Development
• Soils & Water
• Insects & Plant Diseases
• Ecology & Environmental Hort
• Landscape Horticulture
• Fruit & Nutrition
• Vegetables & Herbs
• Life Skills & Career Exploration
• multi: Growing a

Vegetable Garden

chapters/themes:

Junior Master Gardener®
Golden Ray Series

thematic Level One Curricula

stand‐alone
curriculum:

Wildlife Gardenersm

A  collaborative effort of the N ational Junior M aster G ardener® 
Program  and the N ational W ildlife Federation®.

Wildlife Gardenersm

A  collaborative effort of the N ational Junior M aster G ardener® 
Program  and the N ational W ildlife Federation®.

2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Lady Bug Lunchline Wildlife Gardener (pg. 82)

2 0 2 0   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g

Activity Session 

Wildlife Gardenersm

A  collaborative effort of the N ational Junior M aster G ardener® 
Program  and the N ational W ildlife Federation®.

2022 National JMG®Leader Training2 0 1 9   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g
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JMG Level 2

OPERATION THISTLE: 
Seeds of Despair

Beyond the buckling cement of a

long-forgotten industrial park, in the deep 

shadows of a polluted swamp, a weed grew.  
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A mutating, prickly, twisted little thistle

with a twisted plan...

Almost no light penetrated this place and 

everything grew black, cold and slimy…
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cold and slimy,

except the thistle.  

He grew more intelligent,

more cunning.
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No longer content to go unnoticed,

the time had come

for Dr. Thistle's plan to grow.. . 
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Operation Thistle: Seeds of Despair
Plant Growth and Development

Importance and Uses of Plants
Plant Classification
Plant Parts 
Plant Needs
Plant Processes
Plant Growth
Seed Propagation
Vegetative Propagation

teaching concepts:

2 0 1 9   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g

Operation Thistle: STUDENT PAGES
MISSION BRIEF MISSION OPTIONS

2 0 1 9   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g

Operation WATER: Thistle Goes Underground
Plant Growth and Development

teaching concepts:
Soil Color, Texture, & Structure
Nutrients
Soil Improvement
Soil Conservation
Water Cycle and You
Water Movement
Watersheds, Wetlands & Aquifers
Water Conservation
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*JM G  Level 1
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Plants grow funds with a class run business

Six Week Propagation Production Venture( pg 106)
Operation Thistle
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students get dirty learning soil is more than just dirt

Operation W.A.T.E.R.
Dirty Scavengers (p2)
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Operation W.A.T.E.R.
Water in your Hands

Students see and feel how water moves over land

(p100)
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Operation W.A.T.E.R.
Micro-Baked Dirt Cake (p36)

what happens when soil organisms are not present?
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Operation W.A.T.E.R.
2 Liter Compost Capsule (p49) JMG Level Two certifications :

To earn certification 
groups/students must 
complete at least:

1 group activity per learning concept
1 individual activity per learning concept

1 life skill and career exploration activity

1 service‐learning project 

Complete form online to
access certificates:
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2018 National JMG®Leader Training

Reverse Soil Erosion Challenge 
(pg. 153, Operation W.A.T.E.R.)

Activity Session

2 0 2 0   J M G®  N a t I o n a l    L e a d e r   T r a i n i n g
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Students are challenged to demonstrate
the opposite of soil erosion?

Operation W.A.T.E.R.
Reverse Soil Erosion Challenge (p153)
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Your Implementation

Te
xa
s 
A
&
M
 U
n
iv
e
rs
it
y,
  F
e
b
. 2
1
‐F
e
b
. 2
3
, 2
0
2
2

What setting do 
you plan to use the 
JMG program?

#2022JMGNLT

What barriers have you 
experienced or anticipate 

that could impact 
implementation?

#2022JMGNLT

109 110

111 112
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What specific resources 
could help you be more 

effective during 
implementation?

#2022JMGNLT
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www.pintrest.com/jmgkids

� � � ������		
��	� �
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www.twitter.com/jmgkids

� � � ���������� ��	� �
� �
���

www.JMGkids.us

2
0
1
8
 N
at
io
n
al
 J
M
G
®
 L
ea
d
er
 T
ra
in
in
g

2
 0
 1
 9
   
J 
M
 G
®
  N

 a
 t
 I 
o
 n
 a
 l 
   
L 
e 
a 
d
 e
 r
   
T 
r 
a 
i n

 i 
n
 g

2
 0
 2
 2
  J
 M

 G
®
 N
 a
 t
 i 
o
 n
 a
 l 
 L
 e
 a
 d
 e
 r
  T
 r
 a
 i 
n
 i 
n
 g

This Afternoon:

3 concurrent options each SESSION: 

GROW SESSION A (1:00‐2:10)
GROW SESSION B (2:25‐3:35)
GROW SESSION C (3:50‐5:00)
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Tonight
Reception & Happy Hour
• 5:00‐6:30
• Drink ticket
• & passport door prize!

Dinner on your own or
sign up for Dinner Groups:
www.JMGkids.us/2022NLTresources
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AgriLife Pop Up Bookstore

Additional conference
Bookstore orders must be 
placed by 11:59pm, Feb. 21
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